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Intermediate 1

                                                   

   Identifying polymers

  

                               Unit 2

 

The following table shows the names of seven polymers

 

and 

whether or not they sink in the solutions you have just used.  

Compare the results to your results and use them to try to 

identify the polymers you used.  You must record this by putting 

the letter of the samples in the last column of the table.

Solution number

It was the

Polymer name

Also called

sample with

1

2

3

4

5

6

the letter

Polyethylene

PET

S

S

S

S

S

S

terephthalate

Polyvinly chloride

PVC

S

S

S

S

S

-

Polystyrene

PS

S

S

S

S

-

-

High density

HDPE

S

S

S

-

-

-

polyethylene

Low density

LDPE

S

S

-

-

-

-

polyethylene

Polypropylene

PP

S

-

-

-

-

-

Expanded 

EPS

-

-

-

-

-

-

polystyrene

PET is used for making lemonade bottles.

PVC is used for making shampoo bottles.

PS is used for making yoghurt pots.

HDPE is used for making fabric conditioner bottles.

LDPE is used for making Jif lemon juice containers.

PP is used for making low fat soft cheese tubs.

EPS is used for making burger boxes. 


